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General Membership Meeting

National Training Conference
Doubletree Hilton – Denver, CO
August 12th to 13th, 2025
Call to Order:  Ayanna Conley called the meeting to order on August 12th at 5:14 pm.
Acceptance of Proxies: 
There was a question as to whether all proxies had been received.  Julie Kujath motioned to table the acceptance of proxies. Jennifer St. Onge seconded. Motion passed. 
Review of Agenda/Additions/Deletions/Approval:
Julie Kujath requested that Chapter Tax Status be added to Other Business. Julie Kujath motioned to accept the agenda with the addition. Jennifer Nottingham seconded. Motion passed. 
Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Jennifer Nottingham motioned to waive the reading of the minutes. Julie Kujath seconded. Motion passed.
Reading of Reports:
Jennifer Nottingham motioned to waive the reading of the Executive Reports. Michelle Perscell seconded. Motion passed. 

Jennifer Nottingham motioned to waive the reading of the Regional Director Reports. Tonya Scott seconded. Motion passed. 

The Legislative Director, Membership Director, and Communications Director reports were read.
Julie Kujath motioned to waive the reading of the Chairperson – Council of Chapter Presidents report. Jennifer Nottingham seconded. Motion passed. 

Julie Kujath motioned to waive the reading of the remainer of the NADE Committee Reports. Keith Hearnsberger seconded. Motion passed. 
Old Business:

A. Position Papers – Disability Examiner and Vocational Policy - There has not been significant progress in completion of the papers at this time. 
B. NADE Awards Criteria Update – Changes have been made to the awards criteria in regard to the applicable time frame and due dates. The time range is now a full calendar year from January to December for the next year’s awards. For example, 01/24 to 12/24 for 2025 awards, and 01/25 to 12/25 for 2026 awards. 
C. NADE Definition of Chapter – There was a discussion regarding the definition of a chapter. The regional directors are continuing to gather data from each chapter addressing possession of an EIN, 501c3, and bylaws. Julie Kujath will conduct additional research concerning the legal necessity of each chapter to have 501c3 status, and will provide status at the Mid-Year Board meeting. 
Nathan Grant Tomlinson motioned to adjourn the meeting, Stacy Wood Rustrum seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned for the day at 6:02 pm.

Meeting called to order August 13th at 4:34 pm. 

Acceptance of Proxies (tabled from August 12th): 

The following proxies were presented and accepted: 

Melissa Eggleton, West Virginia DDS, designated her proxy to Nathan Grant Tomlinson; Rachel Reimers, Iowa DDS, designated her proxy to Lindsay Bell; Jeaneen Donald, Lansing, Michigan DDS, designated her proxy to Michelle Wade; Patricia Wilkerson, Mississippi DDS, designated her proxy to Ganetta Anderson; Daniel Todd Utech, North Carolina DDS, designated his proxy to Michelle Perscell; Melissa Williamson, Alabama DDS, designate her proxy to Ebony Grissett; Jessica Gartner, Nebraska DDS, designated her proxy to Terri Chmelka; Steven Roling, Oklahoma DDS, designated his proxy to Melvin Carr

D. Chapter Services Handbook Update – Marjorie Garcia provided an update regarding the Chapter Services Handbook. The Conference portion will be completed by the Conference Planning Committee, and the remainder will be completed by Sarah Waldsmith. Todd Deshong, Julie Kujath, and Ayanna Conley volunteered to assist.  
New Business:
A. 2026 National Training Conference - The Conference Planning Committee is still in the process of finalizing the location for the 2026 National Training Conference. The final decision will be released when the contract is signed. 
B. Announcement of New Regional Directors

Ayanna Conley reminded the membership that elections can be held prior to the conference. 

South Region – Ebony Grissett

North Region – Melissa Eggleston

C. Introduction of Candidates
1. Secretary – Molly Turnbull

Keith Hearnsberger motioned to close the nominations for Secretary. Tonya Scott seconded. Motion passed. 

2. Treasurer – Julie Kujath
Keith Hearnsberger motioned to close the nominations for Treasurer. Stacy Wood Rustrum seconded. Motion passed. 
3. President Elect – Michelle Wade
Keith Hearnsberger motioned to close the nominations President Elect. Tonya Scott seconded. Motion passed. 
D. Elections
Keith Hearnsberger motioned to accept the candidates for Secretary, Treasurer, and President Elect by acclimation. Michelle Perscell seconded. Motion passed. 

Other Business: 

A. Chapter Tax Status

All chapters should file the 990N to remain in good standing with the IRS. Julie Kujath presented a PowerPoint slideshow with instructions for searching the individual chapters to determine status. 

Julie Kujath motioned to adjourn the meeting. Wade Peterson seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 4:59 pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by: Molly Turnbull, NADE Secretary

