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Greetings NADE Family, 

I wish all of you a happy new year and I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season.  As we kick of 

2023 it is time for NADE to focus on our annual recruitment drive. New members have the opportunity to 

get 18 months of membership by joining in January. This incentive also applies to prior members who 

have not been a member for at least two years. This is a key time of year for NADE membership growth. 

With the pandemic, our numbers have shrunk and we need to concentrate our efforts to grow our mem-

bership.  

Iõm excited to see how chapters are using video technology to connect. Especially with many DDSs still 

teleworking, NADE chapters have been using video technology to continue to meet and hold business. It 

has also been used to connect different chapters. This has also allowed local chapters to invite NADE 

leadership to meetings.   

This year, the NADE board will hold our annual mid-year board meeting via video conference rather than 

in-person. Not only will this be a cost savings, but it will also allow other members to join in the open ses-

sions of the board meeting. For those interested in a leadership position in the future, this would be a 

great opportunity to observe how the NADE board operates. Members can send agenda items to their 

regional director. 

Planning is under way for NADEõs training conference to be held in Helena, MT. As someone who has 

lived there, I am excited to return.  The conference will be August 13-16, 2023. Montana in August is 

simply gorgeous with lots of natural beauty. I hope to see 

many of you there.  

 

I wish you all the best, 

Jennifer Nottingham 

NADE President 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  

NADE PRESIDENT, JENNIFER NOTTINGHAM  
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THADE Annual Scholarship  
by: Jennifer Pounds, THADE PERC Chair 

 

Each year THADE rewards a $750 college scholarship to a dependent child of one of our members.  The 

recipient is selected by THADEõs Professional Employee Recognition Committee.  An applicantõs record of 

past academic performance, service to his or her school and community, personal references that can 

attest to an applicantõs character, motivation, and leadership potential and an applicantõs personal 

statement is carefully evaluated and the financial status of the applicant, and/or his or her family, is NOT 

considered.  

 

This yearõs recipient was Ms. Nyah Camille Johnson, the daughter of THADE member, Geneva Johnson 

and her husband Craig.   She is a graduate of Thales Academy and was accepted to the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she began her studies for the Fall 2022 semester.    Ms. Johnsonõs 

application clearly identified that she is an accomplished student with great vision and determination. 

She is committed to helping her community thrive and consistently advocates for the human and civil 

rights of others. Her desire to help others is evident in her more than 100 volunteer and service hours to 

the community. She actively participates in the Student Initiative through the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

Incorporated. As a community activist, she works diligently to ensure citizens are aware of community 

issues and are registered to vote. During the past year, Ms. Johnson also worked to ensure North Caro-

linians were educated on the Covid-19 vaccine and participated in vaccination clinics in her local area. 

 

THADE is honored to recognize Ms. Nyah Johnson as the 2022 THADE Scholarship Recipient.   
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THADE Celebrates Our Veterans 

During the week of November 7th, THADE recognizes the many contributions of veterans, 

not only as prized staff members of NC DDS, but also in service to our country as a 

whole. Veteranõs Day provided our chapter a golden opportunity to live out our Agency val-

ue of òPeople Firstó and show some well-deserved appreciation to our NC DDS veterans. 

The week of Veteranõs Day, a banner of honor greeted our veterans near the main en-

trance to our building and each veteran was presented with a gift bag of plentiful snack 

items. Throughout the week, daily emails were sent to the entire agency which highlight-

ed the history, purpose and unique terminology of a specific military branch, as well as 

the DDS veterans who had served in that branch. The emails also include links to mili-

tary/veterans charities that are associated with our agencyõs Combined Campaign pro-

ject. THADE looks forward to continuing the tradition of honoring our veterans each No-

vember! 

 

 


