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To:
   Jennifer Pounds, NADE President

   NADE Board of Directors
   

From:
   Jeff Price, Legislative Director

Subject:  NADE Legislative End Year Report 2018
Date:
   August 12, 2018
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as NADE’s Legislative Director for 2017-2018.  In this capacity, I continued to establish and maintain communications with Members of Congress and their staff and with the respective Committees and Subcommittees of Congress that oversee the Social Security and SSI disability programs.  The list of Congressional Committees and Subcommittees that NADE shared communications with during the past year include:

· Budget Committees for both the House and Senate

· Appropriations Committees for both the House and Senate

· Senate Finance Committee

· Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP)

· Senate Subcommittee on Social Security, Pensions and Family Policy

· Senate Special Committee on Aging

· House Ways and Means Committee, Subcommittee on Social Security

· House Oversight and Government Reform Committee

I also reached out to establish, re-establish and maintain NADE’s communications with other governmental and non-governmental agencies.  This list includes (but is not limited to):

· Congressional Budget Office (CBO)

· Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

· Government Accountability Office (GAO)

· National Academy of Medicine (NAM)

· National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI)

· Social Security Advisory Board (SSAB)

· National Council of Social Security Management Associations, Inc. (NCSSMA)   

During the Congressional budget debate that lasted from the summer and fall of 2017 into the winter and spring of 2018, I fielded calls from congressional staff seeking information regarding SSA and DDS budget needs and throughout the rest of the year, NADE continued to receive and respond to inquiries from congressional staff regarding specific issues.

With input from members of NADE’s Executive Board, I prepared testimony for a congressional hearing held in September, 2017 by the House Social Security Subcommittee.  The focus of the hearing was “Determining Eligibility for Disability Benefits:  Challenges Facing the Social Security Administration.”  Our statement was included in the official record of the hearing and copies of our testimony were distributed to Members of Congress, to SSA, and to the NADE membership.  

In May, I accompanied NADE President Jennifer Pounds and President-elect Sharon Bland-Brady to Washington, D.C.  The purpose of this visit was to share NADE’s Top Issues with Members of Congress and their staff.  During the week, we also visited with other governmental and non-governmental agencies to share discussion on issues of mutual interest and to convey NADE’s Top Issues and the other concerns of our membership.    
In July, NADE was contacted by the Subcommittee on Social Security regarding H.R. 3309, a bill directing SSA to improve its online tools to allow individuals eligible for disability benefits to assess the impact of earnings on the individual’s eligibility for, and amount of, benefits received through Federal and State benefit programs.  On behalf of NADE, I prepared a letter outlining our Association’s support for this legislation, which subsequently did receive a favorable vote from the Committee on Ways and Means and now awaits a vote by the full House.

Also in July, NADE received an invitation to appear before a congressional hearing by the House Social Security Subcommittee.  This hearing’s focus was on SSA’s efforts to re-introduce reconsideration in the 10 Prototype states.  NADE President Jennifer Pounds and I traveled to Washington and I presented NADE’s testimony at the July 25 hearing.  Subsequently, NADE received several follow-up questions from the Subcommittee and we responded accordingly.
Throughout the year, I participated in quarterly conference calls arranged by SSA’s Associate Commissioner for Disability Determinations with NADE’s Executive Leadership to discuss issues of mutual interest and potential solutions to areas of concern.  These calls afford NADE the opportunity to bring to the attention of SSA various topics of interest to our membership.

I have been available to Members of NADE’s Board of Directors and other interested NADE members to discuss issues regarding legislative policy, congressional procedural matters, and NADE organizational concerns.  NADE has an important voice in legislative issues and it is important we continue to focus the attention of our members on the issues that affect them.  

I have had the privilege of serving NADE as its President on three occasions, each accompanied by the requisite tenure of also serving as President-elect and as Immediate Past President.  During the past 30 years, it has also been my honor to serve NADE as Legislative Director, Membership Director, Strategic Planning Chairperson, Council of Chapter Presidents (CCP) Chairperson and in many other capacities.  It has been an honor and privilege to serve an organization whose members consistently display a proud sense of dedication and true commitment to public service that is unmatched and unquestioned.  As I step aside from service on NADE’s Board of Directors, I encourage others to recognize their own potential and to seek out those opportunities within NADE for leadership and service.
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