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To:

NADE Board of Directors

From: 

Billie Thomas

Date:

02/2018

Subject:
2018 Mid-Year Report

Monthly membership reports sent to the SW Region Chapters. 
Volunteer names to serve on all committees from Southwest Region Chapters obtained and submitted to the NADE President.
I sent in SW Region Article summary of the 2017 NADE National Conference on “Autism” as well as keeping my Region informed on NADE National Conference updates. 
I sent out suggestions in ways to help build/revitalize chapters and membership growth to BRADE, SLADE and LADE. I am currently in contact with SLADE to help with becoming active again. I also sent reminders to each chapter to request the $50.00 recruitment grant.

During the Hurricane Harvey/Irma disaster, I kept in contact with my SW Region chapters for well-being and if anything needed to let us know. 
I requested my regional money for recruitment, but did not realize it was not in the budget for this year.

I also requested the members to submit for the NADA advocate and a theme ideas for the NDPW. I forwarded submitted ideas. 
Highlights of three Southwest Region Chapters:

BRADE:
  BRADE has sponsored an office-wide event, making single use portions of laundry detergent for one of their local homeless shelters.  BRADE hosted an office-wide dessert bake off.  Employees could enter a dessert based on best taste or best decorated.  There was a suggested donation of $2/person to come in and sample the different desserts.

They also hosted a cake and lunch reception for their new examiner training class.

BRADE did host a lunch and learn where one of our psychologists gave a presentation on Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy.  They served pizza during this lunch and it seemed to be a big hit!

BRADE assisted the office awards committee with plates, napkins, cups, etc., for their awards ceremony.
LADE:

· Relief Fund for New Oleans office 03/2017

· Popsicle Social for New Examiners 05/2017

· NWLA Foodbank Backpack Donation Drive 06 and 07/2017

· Soup and Salad Lunch Donations to the NWLA Food Bank 07/2017

· Boo Bags 10/2017

· Collect Peanut Butter and Jelly for the Food Bank 12/2017

· Collect Socks for the Salvation Army and Hope for the Homeless 12/2017

· Collect Christmas Cards for Vets at the North LA Vets. Home 12/2017

SLADE:  Not active this year. 

New MADE: The NEW MADE chapter has been very busy in the 2017-2018 year. Some of their events and activities listed below.  October 2017-Hosted a Flu shot clinic for their DDS staff.  They also collected gently used purses and hygiene products to donate to a local women’s shelter, The Barrett House.

November 2017-Started a food drive and clothing drive to donate to our local school district, Albuquerque Public Schools/APS Homeless Project. APS Homeless Project provided food for students and their families over holidays, breaks and weekends. They also held a Thanksgiving Meal raffle for our DDS staff.

December 2017- Hosted a Holiday Stocking raffle.  Staff members donated themed stockings (pets, New Year’s Eve, etc.) that were raffled off.  Proceeds donated to a women’s shelter. They also gained three new members!

January 2018-We began selling popcorn every other Friday during our afternoon break.  The proceeds for this will be to support future philanthropic endeavors. 

February 2018- Hosted our 4th Annual “Souper” Bowl sale.  Participants bring in crockpots of homemade soups and we sell them for $3 a bowl.  New Made provides bread, crackers and cheese to accompany the soups.  Proceeds donated to the University of New Mexico Children’s Hospital.  They are currently hosting a Valentine’s raffle.  They are raffling gifts card for a dinner and movie.  Proceeds donated to a local organization that provided “Chemo Care Bags” for breast cancer patients. The Chemo Care Bags distributed to various local hospitals.

They are also in the process of brainstorming creative ideas for new members, planning and Employee Wellness program and spring silent auction.  New Mexico/NEW MADE is a small but mighty chapter!

OKADE: Over the past year, along with OKADE has supported three children’s charities including Bethany Children’s Hospital, Infant Crisis Center, and the Toby Keith Foundation.  Because of fundraising efforts, OKADE has made multiple contributions to various organizations including the Make –A Wish Foundation of Oklahoma, Jesus House for homeless, Red Oak Equine Rescue, Pets & People Society, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, The Bella Foundation SPCA, and North Oklahoma County Mental Health Inc. In addition, OKADE assisted in sponsoring the Veterans Day Celebration at the DDS.  In November, OKADE also hosted a Solar Eclipse event serving moon pies and glasses to view the Eclipse.
OKADE plans to participate in Organ Donation, providing information to three hundred plus employees on Organ Donation and holding speaker meetings for the DDS. OKADE will utilize ongoing opportunities for presentations to New Hires and introducing them to OKADE and NADE.  On February 13, 2018, OKADE kicked off their first OKADE/NADE recruiting event with 6 new staff members taking applications. 

The new president is excited about informing the membership and other employees about NADE’s mission and purpose.    OKADE had chapter members attend the National conference in 2017 and plan to have more attend in 2018.
ARKADE: no report of activities

TADE:
Not active
This first year six months as Regional Director have been an exciting learning experience with NADE. I look forward to continuing my role as Southwest Regional Director and enthusiastic about learning more ways to better serve the Southwest Region. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Southwest Regional Director

Billie Thomas








