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This has been a tremendous year for NADE!  I am appreciative of the dedicated efforts by Members of NADE’s Board of Directors and the NADE membership for making the success NADE has enjoyed this past year possible.  There has been a significant increase in membership and an accompanying increase in the level of general interest in NADE.  As we continue to push forward in pursuit of NADE’s mission objectives in the coming year, I am confident the leadership provided at the national and chapter levels will allow for the continued pursuit of the attainment of NADE’s objectives and the fulfillment of NADE’s core mission to serve the best interests of our members.  
Throughout the year, I have communicated with NADE’s Board of Directors and with the NADE membership regarding the activities and events for which our Association has been involved.  A list of the major highlights for the year is included as an attachment to this report.   
The opportunity to serve a third term as NADE’s President is both a privilege and an honor!  I have worked hard throughout the year to meet my responsibilities and duties and I hope the membership of NADE is pleased with my effort.  I have strived to put their best interests, and those of NADE as a whole, first and foremost in my effort to carry out my responsibilities and I am pleased the membership responded so well to meet the challenges NADE has faced during the year.    
As we look toward the start of a new year for NADE, there is still much work to be done to complete our new tax filing status and to continue building NADE’s membership base.  We need to work harder to strengthen the basic core of NADE through leadership development at the chapter and national levels.  We need to expand NADE’s ability to work in tandem with other organizations to pursue common objectives and we need to explore options to improve the financial ability of NADE to serve the needs of our membership.  I am confident in the future of NADE and I am very appreciative for this opportunity to serve NADE as its President!
Jeff Price

NADE Highlights 2014-2015

· NADE Chapters are proceeding with efforts to incorporate within their state and many have achieved this goal and also obtained federal EIN’s.  

· The Oregon NADE Chapter is preparing to host the 2015 NADE National Training Conference in Portland.

· The NADE website and the NADE Advocate have undergone a strategic redesign to make them both more visually appealing and user friendly while, at the same time, reinforcing their content. 

· The National Disability Coalition held its inaugural meeting in Washington, D.C. on Wednesday, September 24.  NADE is a charter member of this organization and we continue to participate in meetings of the coalition.  

· NADE’s executive officers continue to hold quarterly conference calls with Ann Robert, Associate Commissioner, and Christopher Goble, Deputy Associate Commissioner, in the Office of Disability Determinations.  These calls allow NADE to communicate with SSA about the issues that are important to our members.
· NADE was a co-signer on a letter to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) stressing the need for adequate, sustained financial resources for the Social Security Administration (SSA) and the Disability Determination Services (DDSs).  The National Council of Social Security Managers Association, Inc. (NCSSMA) and the Association of Administrative Law Judges (AALJ) were also co-signers.  
· All of NADE’s standing committees were active during the year, serving the mission of NADE.  
· NADE provided a response regarding improvements for the Social Security Disability Program to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. 
· NADE’s President was a presenter at a conference jointly sponsored by The American Enterprise Institute and the Brookings Institution on December 2, 2014 to focus public attention of “Improving Outcomes for Supplemental Security Income Youth.”        

· Congratulatory Letters were sent by NADE’s President to several NADE members who retired from their respective DDS.  Congratulatory letters were also sent to NADE members for winning awards and to new DDS Administrators.  

· NADE’s executive officers were in Washington, DC the week of March 23-27 for a week of meetings with SSA and other government agency officials and staff from the various congressional committees and subcommittees that have budgetary authority and/or oversight responsibilities for the Social Security or SSI disability programs.  Among others, we met with SSA Acting Commissioner Carolyn Colvin, staff from OMB, CBO and GAO and staff from NASI and NAS-IOM.   

· The Social Security Advisory Board published the 2014 Disability Policy Panel’s report on continuing disability reviews (CDR).  NADE was a resource utilized by the Board during its preparation of this report.   
· NADE leaders assisted in preparing a joint letter to Congress asking for maximum consideration of the President’s request for SSA’s administrative budget.  NADE was one of thirty organizations who subsequently co-signed the letter.  

· The Administrative Conference of the United States (ACUS) published a report entitled “SSA Symptom Evaluation in Disability Determinations” regarding SSA’s policies on symptom evaluation.  NADE was a resource in the preparation of this report.  The report focused on ways to improve consistency in making disability determinations, reduce complaints of bias and misconduct against adjudicators, and lessen the frequency of remands attributable to credibility evaluation.  
· The National Association of Disability Examiners was invited by the National Academy of Social Insurance to serve on an Advisory Committee for one of its current projects - Working Together: An Initiative to Improve Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities.  This is a crowdsourcing initiative to harness the collective knowledge of disability, health, and social insurance experts to develop ideas to improve services and supports for working-age persons with disabilities.  NADE’s President will represent the Association on this Advisory Committee.

· NADE continues to be an active participant in SSA’s National Disability Advocates Conference Calls.  These calls are held quarterly and allow organizations with an interest in the disability program, and other programs administered by the Social Security Administration, to receive information and to provide feedback.   

· NADE recognized April as Organ Donation Month!  Thomas Gautier of North Carolina served as NADE’s National Organ Donation/Transplant Chairperson and many NADE Chapters reported sponsoring events to call attention to the topic.
· NADE conducted its annual national awards competition.  These peer nominated and peer judged awards are hugely popular with the NADE membership and honor members for their achievements.  Lisa Hayes of North Carolina served as the Chairperson of this Committee in 2014-2015 and did an excellent job!

· NADE accepted a bid from the Colorado Chapter to host our national training conference in Denver in 2016.

· NADE accepted a bid from the Michigan Chapter to host our national training conference in Detroit in 2017.

· NADE provided official comment, based on member input, regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for the new musculoskeletal listings.  

· NADE provided official comment, based on member input, in response to SSA’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for the new hematological listings.  

· NADE provided official comment, based on member input, in response to SSA’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for Acceptable Medical Sources, Evaluating Evidence and Treating Sources.  
· SSA published final rules in the Federal Register on April 13, 2015 for evaluating growth disorders and weight loss in children.  These final rules will be effective June 12, 2015.  The final rules reflect the input NADE provided earlier.   
· SSA published final rules in the Federal Register on May 20, 2015 for evaluating Cancer.  These final rules take effect on July 20, 2015 and will remain in effect for 5 years unless SSA extends the effective date.  The final rules reflect the input NADE provided earlier.      
· At the invitation of Congress, NADE provided a detailed response regarding potential actions that could be taken to reduce the likelihood that the disability trust fund will become insolvent in 2016.  A copy of our response is available on NADE’s website.  
