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To:

NADE Board of Directors

From:

Leesa Chalmers

Date:

August 12, 2014


Subject:
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director End Of Year Report
 The past year has continued to be a challenging time for NADE Chapters in the Mid-Atlantic Region but our membership numbers have remained consistent with last years.    We have been successful in recruiting new members but have lost some due to retirement and resignations.     I have been in contact with all of the chapters and kept contact information updated, provided monthly membership information, answered questions and passed on information from the NADE Board. I have also solicited comments from the membership and obtained volunteers for various committees.   Since we did not have a Regional Conference this year, we will hold our regional elections at the National Conference in Springfield. 

Although still intact, the NADE Chapters in Washington D.C., Charleston, WV and The Government Liaison Association of Disability Employees (GLADE) have not been active.   The Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and Clarksburg, WV NADE Chapters continue to be very active and are thriving.   They hosted various training sessions in the DDS’s, brought in speakers, held membership drives,  charitable fund raisers, celebrated National Disability Professional’s Week and did a lot of morale boosting in the DDS’s.  

The Maryland Chapter (MADE), celebrated all ethnicities in addition to “Black History” in February by sponsoring an Ethnic Luncheon with food from many different cultures around the world.   They raised $792.00 which they donated to Heifer International.   In May, MADE examiners were invited to accompany their Chief Psychologist and Medical Relations Director to Washington DC to participate in a meeting sponsored by a group from the Institute of Medicine who are studying the efficacy of the SSI program serving disabled children with mental illness.  There they met NADE President Jennifer Nottingham and were able to provide a disability examiners perspective on case processing of childhood disability claims.   MADE also had a weeklong celebration for National Disability Professional’s Week with guest speakers, a healthy bake sale and other activities.  

The Delaware Chapter (DADE) held a Trivia Contest to award an office member with a free NADE Membership.  They welcomed new adjudicators in April during a dessert hour.  They also hosted a connection Happy Hour at a local restaurant.  They sold soft pretzels and held a bake sale to raise funds.  Some of their activities during NDPW were “Free Pizza Day” for all office staff, speakers, a safety defense class presentation and free massages.  

The Clarksburg, WV Chapter (CWVADE) was busy with a “Sweets Day” in February in honor of Valentine’s Day.   The baked goods were free to anyone that brought in a canned food item to donate to the local mission.  They celebrated Doctor’s Day in March by giving out candy and celebrated Administrative Professional’s Day in April by giving out carnations to the staff.  During NDPW, NADE provided lunch for the office and had carnival games where everyone could win prizes.  There was even a photo booth.  

The Virginia Chapter (VADE) held a fundraiser for a local pediatric office.   A patient of theirs was diagnosed with leukemia and VADE had a hot dog lunch fundraiser for them.  They raised over $300.00 for the child’s treatment.  

I have now completed my second term as Regional Director and I would like to thank the Mid-Atlantic Region for giving me this opportunity.  It has been an honor to serve on the NADE
Board.  
Respectively Submitted,

Leesa Chalmers                                                                                                                                                            Mid-Atlantic Regional Director

