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The National Association of Disability Examiners (NADE) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Proposed Rule Making regarding the Evaluation of Medical Evidence. NADE is a professional association whose purpose is to promote the art and science of disability evaluation. The majority of our members work in the state Disability Determination Service (DDS) agencies where 15,000+ employees adjudicate claims for Social Security and/or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability benefits.  Our members constitute the “front lines” of disability evaluation.  Our membership also includes many SSA Central and Regional Office personnel, attorneys, physicians, non-attorney claimant representatives, and claimant advocates.  The diversity of our membership, combined with our extensive program knowledge and “hands on” experience, enables NADE to offer a perspective on disability issues that is unique and reflects a programmatic realism.
NADE appreciates the effort to expand the list of acceptable medical sources that coincides with further clarification of how evidence is considered.   As we look for ways to expand the list of acceptable medical sources, it is important that SSA modify the way that medical opinions are considered.  In particular, removing the term “controlling weight” is vital.  To make the most appropriate decision, it is important that the objective evidence support the opinion.  The use of double negatives in the existing policy can easily lead to confusion and misapplication of the policy.
The proposed policy changes on how we consider evidence are more straightforward and easier to understand.  The Social Security Disability program is based upon an individual’s ability to function.  It is imperative that medical opinions focus on function vs. subjective report. Considering opinions based upon the persuasiveness of all the evidence will result in decisions that are more accurate.
The inclusion of audiologists and Advanced Practical Registered Nurses (APRN) is more reflective of current medical practice.  The data documents a high level of training for these providers.  Expanding the list of acceptable medical sources to include audiologists and APRNs is vastly appreciated.  The caveat being, that the medically determinable impairment is supported by appropriate clinical and laboratory findings. There are many areas in the country where there is a serious lack of healthcare providers.  These communities rely heavily upon the use of APRNs as their primary source of care.  The ability to utilize the APRN to establish a medically determinable impairment will be extremely helpful.  This will preclude the need, in most cases, for the DDS to purchase a consultative examination(s) (CE).  Avoiding the need for a CE(s) decreases processing time, medical costs and limits the need for lengthy travel for individuals applying for disability benefits. 

The guidance of a Speech Language Pathologist (SLP) is highly regarded in the DDS.  It is unfortunate that the SLP will no longer function as a medical consultant. The SLP has a narrow scope of practice that is highly specialized.  The SLP provides guidance on complicated speech and language claims and can be essential in determining the severity of a speech or language condition. 


NADE encourages further exploration of acceptable medical sources and methods to establish medically determinable impairments.  

NADE appreciates this opportunity to comment on the NPRM regarding the Evaluation of Medical Evidence.  We hope you will consider the comments of NADE’s membership.  It is important to ensure the program is reflective of health care availability throughout the country.  It is also fundamental that the program is uniformly applied to all decisions.
Thank you.
