nade
National Association of Disability Examiners

Board of Directors, Mid-Year Meeting Report

The Madison Hotel Downtown Washington DC

February 26 – February 28, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 8:00am and a welcome by President Georgina Huskey.

Recognition of guests: Ruthie Trent, Stacey Miranda, Phillip Hanvy, Sharon Summers, Diane Peel. Other guests were recognized as they entered the meeting at various times: Marty Blum, Ann Graham, and Barbara Styles.
Acceptance of Proxies: Georgina Huskey accepted the proxies for Constitution & Bylaw (Joe Rise) to Peter Fox, and Past President (Chuck Schimmels) to Jeff Price.

The agenda was presented and additions/deletions were made to the agenda. Items were added /deleted from Old Business and New Business.  Jeff Price moved to accept the amended agenda, Donnie Hayes seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Reading of the minutes from the September 2008 Board of Directors meeting.  Jeff Price moved to dispense with the reading of minutes from the previous Board of Directors meeting, Tonya Scott seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Clarification of who is eligible to vote on the NADE Board. Georgina Huskey clarified that all officers, regional directors, and appointed directors are eligible to vote, except the Legislative Director – Jeff Price.
The majority of the reports were electronically sent to all of the board members in advance to review.  All reports are available for review on the website.
CJ August moved to dispense with the reading of the Executive Officers reports, Melissa Phillips seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Jeff Price moved to dispense with the reading of the Regional Directors Reports, Sharon Belt seconded. Motion carried.

Andrew Martinez moved to dispense with the reading of the Chairperson of Chapter Presidents report, Tonya Scott seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Jeff Price moved to dispense with the reading of the Appointed Directors’ Reports, Sharon Belt seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Sharon Belt moved to dispense with the reading of the Appointed Representatives’ Reports, Tonya Scott seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Susan Smith moved to dispense with the reading of the Standing Committee Reports, Jeff Price seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Susan Smith moved to dispense with the reading of the Ad Hoc Committee Reports, Jeff Price seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Nade Workgroup Reports:

Professional Certification:  Sharon Belt provided a brief overview for Brenda Rouse on 02/26/09.  Reported that the estimated cost of the start up for the certification will be high. Certification process hinges on complete support from SSA. Do not expect this process to complete in the near future. This will be a long process.
Noel Tyler provided an in-depth review of the process on 02/28/09. A handout was given which addressed the following: 1) What is the value to the examiner, NADE, NCDDD, the DDS, SSA, and the public? 2) What is the function of NADE, the DDS, and SSA? and 3) What is the cost to the examiner, NADE, the DDS, and SSA?
Noel stressed that you do not have to be a member of NADE to be certified. The major controversy will be testing/cost. Anyone currently working at the time the certification is put into effect would be “grandfathered” in for a period of five years. At the end of these five years, those “grandfathered” in would have to go through the process of recertification which would include testing.  After that would be the build-up process. After the 2nd round of recertification there would be a bonus incentive.  Suggested that ODAR be involved. Based on information obtain, this is the right direction.

Mark Bernskoetter moved for the committee to proceed with exploring certification, to include training and retention, more, Jeff Price seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Compassionate Allowance:  The official report cannot be released until the commissioner signs off.

Quality Vision: Jeff Price reported this work group involved several conference calls and numerous emails. The final report has not been released until the commissioner signs off.

Occupational Information Development Advisory Panel Inaugural Meeting Report: Dianna Peel and Phillip Hanvy provided report. This was a very high level panel from various areas.  This is a multi-level project charged with developing a vocational database system specifically designed for Social Security.  A more detailed written report is forthcoming. Three basic recommendations were made: 1) Clearly develop a mission statement on this activity, 2) Offer to test and develop standards, and 3) Stay involved and keep communications open.
Susan Smith moved to accept the Workgroup reports and dispense with the reading of the other Workgroup Reports, Jeff Price seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Georgina Huskey presented a brief overview of the Pre-Meeting Activities.

(Please see the schedule of the Pre-Board Meetings Schedule and the Mid-Year Congressional Visitation Scheduled at the end of this report.)

Georgina Huskey, Susan Smith, and Jeff Price presented the Top Issues for NADE for 2009, which are noted. All board members were given a copy of the Top Issues to take back to their regions.
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NADE’s Top Issues for 2009

(This list does not reflect level of importance – all issues are equally important)
Continued support for appropriate level of funding for SSA and DDSs to insure that sufficient resources, including staffing levels and funds to purchase medical evidence of record (MER) and consultative examinations (CE’s), are available to process the increasing workloads.

Continued support for the elimination of furloughs of state employees, including the federally funded DDS employees, by States seeking to use furloughs, or similar actions, to deal with their budget issues.

Continued support for improvements in customer service, including improvements in processing time, and significant reductions in pending backlogs at the initial, reconsideration and hearing level.

Continued support for the national roll-out of the Single Decision-Maker (SDM) model, coupled with the establishment of national standards for qualifications of Disability Examiners to become SDMs.

Continued support for efforts to develop a professional certification process for Disability Examiners, DDS Medical Consultants and DDS Support Staff personnel.

Continued support for legislation to eliminate the necessity for SSA and DDSs to use medical release forms (SSA-827) to acquire medical evidence of record. 

Continued support for intermediate appeal step at the DDS, between the initial decision issued by the DDS and the ALJ hearing.  NADE supports the expansion of the current reconsideration step to allow increased discretion by Disability Examiners making this appellate decision.

Continued support for improvements in salary and other compensation benefits for DDS staff to insure that the DDSs can compete in the hiring market for the best available personnel.

Continued support for the elimination of the 5 month waiting period for Title II claimants to receive cash benefits and for elimination of the 24 month waiting period for eligibility for Medicaid benefits.

Continued support for a reduction in the relevant vocational period from 15 years to 5 years and support for eliminating the need for disability decision makers to consider Step 4 in Sequential Evaluation when the claimant would still be a denial at Step 5.

Continued support for revisions in the Continuing Disability Review (CDR) process, including the medical improvement standard, and expansion of the Continuing Disability Investigation (CDI) units.

Continued support for timely revisions to the Listing of Impairments to reflect the continued improvements and technological advances being made in medicine.

Continued support for the enhancement of the role of the DDS Medical Consultant as a true consultant, especially on the more complicated disability cases, and for greater recognition of the DDS Medical Consultant as a Member of the DDS Adjudicative Team.

Continued support for ongoing enhancements in SSA/DDS computer systems to insure that the workloads can be effectively processed in a timely manner.
Old Business:

The 2009 National Training Conference – Kentucky Update: The hotel contract has been signed and the committee is still working on the menu. The awards banquet will be on the riverboat.  There is no final agenda at this time.

National Conference Updates for 2010, 2011, and 2012. Debbie Chowdhury is working on the 2010 National conference.  Andrew Martinez notes they are still in the early stages for the conference in Los Angeles in 2011. Susan Smith notes the contract has been signed for the conference in Ohio in 2012.
Submission for recommendations for Committee Chairs and committee members needs to be submitted to the President-Elect by June 1, 2009 (Committee Chairs) and Sept 1, 2009 (committee members). Please include names, addresses, phone numbers, fax numbers, and email address.
The final treasurer’s report for the 2008 National Conference was provided by Sharon Summers.

There has been no physical visit to the NADE storage unit to date. Donnie Hayes, Jeff Price, and Kay Welch will drive to the facility in April, 2009. They will report back to the Board at meeting in October, 2009.

Trish Chaplin provided a brief update on the NADE Mentoring program. Trish noted that once a person expresses interest in the program, she forwards the information to Chuck Schimmels, who then matches up mentees with mentors. Donnie Hayes shared that he is a mentor and he has a mentee. He thinks the process is working well. Trish noted that more focus is needed to promote more involvement. Retirees should be involved. Trish will send out an electronic flyer to promote the program.

Georgina reported that the conference calls with Ruby Burrell have gone very well. She states the level of communication between SSA and NADE is very strong. Georgina summarizes the conference calls via emails with the members. If you have any issues for discussion, please submit them to Georgina via email. The next conference call is scheduled for 03/25/09. Submit questions by 03/16/09.
Edie Peters Liguori and Jeff Price discussed the formation of a Corporate Members Ad Hoc Committee. The mission of the committee would be to improve and enhance the relationship between NADE and its corporate members. A list of objectives was provided.  Jeff Price moved to adopt the Corporate Members Ad Hoc Committee with a sunset review date of Mid-Year 2011, Donnie Hayes seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Trish Chaplin reported that the CCP By-Laws can only be revised by the counsel.

Michele Namenek was originally concerned by the increase in membership grants interest and if NADE could afford the onslaught. Michele was unaware of the budgeted amount of $2000. 17 grants have been approved to date. 

Florida Chapter concerns were reported by Donnie Hayes.  A) CAL & QDDs must be reviewed by MC, this causes additional processing time. Regulation has been sent to be review. B) Switch sequential evaluation steps 4 and 5 to save adjudicators valuable time. Based on current regulations, this will not be change.
New Business:

Trish Chaplin proposed the Donna Hilton National Award. This award is already in Missouri. It recognizes outstanding focus and service to the NADE organization.  Donna Hilton excused herself from the meeting during this discussion.  Discussed that this award is similar to current awards already in place, such as the Andy Marioni Award and the Louis Buckingham award. It does not appear to be appropriate to have an award named after a sitting board member. Jeff Price motioned to refer this discussion to the Awards Committee for review. Susan Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Trish Ryter of ConferenceDirect, presented information on professional conference planners.  She discussed details concerning assisting with conference planning and how to save on two of our most precious commodities: time and money.

Andrew Martinez suggested streamlining board meetings by presenting the information before the meeting for review. Try this manner out initially, and later put the change in writing.
There are currently four Ad Hoc Committees that have been designed as so for several years. Jeff Price moved that the four ad hoc committees be elevated to full standing committee status. The ad hoc committees are:  Medical Consultant Ad Hoc, Professional Relations Ad Hoc, Retirees Ad Hoc and the Disability Hearings Officer Ad Hoc committees. The professional certification exploratory ad hoc was not included in this motion as it has a single purpose and will dissolve upon completion and submission of its final report. There was some confusion at the Board meeting as to whether the Hearing Officer Ad Hoc had ever been elevated in the past to full standing committee status but it was determined that it had not. Jeff Price motioned the four ad hocs named above be proposed to the General membership for elevation to full committee status. Tonya Scott seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Trish Chaplin suggested that all members take the Advocate via email. The Georgia chapter is already doing this with all of its members. New members should be encouraged to receive the Advocate electronically. Order paper copies only for those who want paper copies.

CJ August reported that some members would be willing to pay for a 2-year period even if there is no discount attached. Michele will do additional research on the matter concerning membership.
Some Chapters in the Southwest Region to know why Appointed Members have voting rights. (Membership and Publications). Two were created as director positions and other two were not. The Board recommends leaving as is.

There was a discussion concerning the 2009 National Training Conference Board/DDS Administrators luncheon. This expense is becoming outrageous. It is important to have a program that supports all the stated persons, but in a more economical manner. Several suggestions were made concerning this matter. The possibility of setting meeting as a break-out session was mentioned. NADE will not fund this meeting; chapters need to seek less expense ways for hosting this meeting. It was noted that this meeting was at one time a breakfast. Jeff Price moved to make this a breakfast/brunch meetings in the hospitality suite, Donna Hilton seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Donnie Hayes submitted a proposal from the Alabama Chapter on behalf of R.C. Hughes regarding a obtaining all the necessary patient medical records information. Occupational Information Development Panel is already addressing this matter, as well as SSA. NADE will wait on their positions.
The Pacific Region -Washington Chapter QDD recommendations to NADE was presented by Andrew Martinez. They are concerned that it takes a great amount of time to adjudicate QDD cases.  The regulation has been written and there are changes in the works. This will no longer be an issue for the medical consultants. Additional comments will be forth coming.
Susan Smith is in the process of coordinating the 2010 Mid-Year Board Meeting. The possibility of having the meeting in Baltimore versus Washington, DC is being considered.
Some of the members have developed a FACEBOOK site. There is concern that this is noted as the “official” website of NADE. This is not the case. The word “official” will be taken off. Members are reminded to be professional and courteous at all times with postings.

Sharon Belt discussed the accumulation of points on the NADE credit cards. These points are available for use; we do not want to let these points go to waste. Suggestions were made to use points for the purchase of flight tickets or to purchase merchandise items to be used at silent auctions. Sharon and Georgina will work out the details and report back to board.
Sharon Belt reviewed the Treasurer’s report and went over the new budget in detail.  Regional directors are encouraged to have chapters to cash outstanding checks promptly. An in-depth discussion was had concerning ways to save monies and cut expense. Tonya Scott suggested monies could be saved by eliminating the need to mail agenda packages for the board meetings. All reports can be reviewed electronically. If anyone wanted a paper copy, they could copy the reports for themselves. This would eliminate possible printing expenses and mailing expenses. Other suggestions made were: shortening conferences, doubling up at NADE conferences, cut per diem rate the first day of the conference and the last day of conference to 75%. After additional discussion, Mark Bernskoetter moved to reduce the per diem rate for the National Conference to $20.00 per day for all conference days, Tonya Scott seconded the motion. Motion carried.  Jeff Price moved for the approval of the budget, Donna Hilton seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Georgina asked if there were any candidates for position of NADE President-Elect. No one expressed a definite interest in the position of NADE President-Elect. Tonya Scott expressed an interest to run for a second term as NADE Secretary.
A NADE member expressed an interest in purchasing a full page ad in the Advocate. The member wanted to know if there is a discount for non-profit organizations. The price of a full page ad is $225.00; the price is the same for all organizations. Mark Bernskoetter recommended that the ad amounts remain as is, with no discounts for non-profit organizations.  
Phillip Hanvy, Office of Inspector General, provided a brief overview of how SSA is doing, touched briefly on the furloughs. A detailed report is forth coming. The report should be made official in mid-March. Once report is made official, Georgia will send the report out.

Georgia reported that during her visits to Capital Hill, several members of Congress were interested in streamlining the disability process. Georgina wants input from the general membership. Regional directors were directed to gather information for their members, sanitized the information, and send to Georgina by 04/01/09. The information will be sent to the members of Congress.   
NCDDD: Robbie Watts, President of NCDDD, and other members of NCDDD Board, Vickie Johnson of Colorado. Mr. Watts reported that NCDDD is very supportive of current SSA leadership. A few of the topics of discussion were the Hit Project, vision of how to take the agency forward, and furloughs.   Mr. Watts stressed the importance of maintaining open dialogue between NCDDD and NADE.  
Donnie Hayes stated that in light of the current affairs, all expenditures by the executive board need to be approved by the board. Georgina expressed that she is very frugal with expenditures. It was pointed out that the budget was already approved; such a request would be extremely tedious. Donnie Hayes motioned that all unbudgeted expenditures needs to be approved by the board, Jeff Price seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Saturday, February 28, 2009 – 11:30am meeting adjourned.

************************************************************************                    
The Board was privileged to have several SSA speakers speak with us concerning the state of current happenings within the Disability Programs.  

Dan Bertoni and Shelia Drake, GAO

Bill Gray, Deputy Commissioner of Systems, SSA

Linda McMahon, Deputy Commissioner, Office of Disability Determinations

Ruby Burrell, Associate Commissioner, Office of Disability Determinations

Kelly Croft, Deputy Commissioner, Office of Quality Performance SSA

Gregg Heineman, President National Council of Social Security Managers Association

Glenn Sklar, Associate Commissioner of Office of Disability Programs (ODP)

****************************************************************
Pre Board Meeting Schedule  2/23/09 - 2/25/09
2/23/09

10:30 – 11:30am
         COSS


Michael J. Astrue

                                                                            Commissioner

                                                                            U.S. Social Security Administration

                                                                            6401 Security Boulevard

                                                                            Baltimore, MD 21235

                                                                            (404)966-4892 – Sheila Thompson
1:00 – 2:00pm                   SSAB                        Mr. Sylvester J. Schieber, Chairman

Ms. Katherine A. Thornton, Staff Director

Social Security Advisory Board

400 Virginia Avenue

Suite 625

Washington, DC  20024

(202)475-7700

3:00 – 4:00pm                   NASI                         Ms. Virginia Reno

National Academy of Social Insurance

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Suite 615

Washington, DC  20036

(202)452-8097

2/24/09

8:30 – 9:30am                   NADR                        Mr. Chris Marois
National Association of Disability Representatives

1615 L Street NW
Suite 650
Washington, DC 20036
(727)643-5726
10:30 – 11:30am               CCD                          Ms. Marty Ford

Ms. Ethel Zelenske

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities

1660 L Street, NW

Suite 700

Washington, DC   20036

(202)783-2229

1:00 – 2:00pm

NAOS/IOM

Mike McGeary








500 fifth Street, NW








Washington DC, 20036








(202) 334-1745

3:00 – 4:00pm

CBO


Sam Papenfuss, Sheila Dacey, 








Dave Rafferty, Mindy Cohen








Joyce Manchester, Julie Topoleski








Scott Szymendera








431 Ford House Office Building 4th. Floor







Second and D Sts., SW








Washington DC, 20036








(202) 226-2832

2009 NADE Mid-Year Congressional Visitation Schedule

President – Georgina Huskey, California

President Elect – Susan Smith, Ohio

Legislative Directory – Jeff Price, North Carolina

Tuesday, February 24, 2009

4:15 p.m.
Senate Finance Committee
Tom Klouda

202.224.4515



Majority Staff

Alan Cohen

202.224.4515



219 Dirksen SOB

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

9:15 a.m.
Rep. Xavier Becerra

Henry Truong
202.225.3032




1119 Longworth HOB

9:30 a.m.
Rep. Brad Miller

Carl Eichenwald
202.225.3032



1127 Longworth HOB

9:45 a.m.
Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy




202.225.2015



1237 Longworth HOB
10:00 a.m.
Social Security Subcommittee  Kathryn Olson
202.225.9263



Majority Staff

Alaine Perry

202.225.9263



Income Security and Family
Nick Gwyn
202.225.1025



Support Subcommittee
Sonja Nesbit

202.225.1025



Majority Staff




202.225.1025



1106 Longworth HOB

Leave Packet

For:

Rep. Bob Etheridge 

La’Tanta McCrimmon 
 202.225.4531

(Ways & Means) 

1533 Longworth HOB

Rep. Michael Honda

Bernardette Arellano
  202.225.2631
(Appropriations)

1713 Longworth HOB

Rep Tim Ryan


Ryan Keating
              202.225.5261

(Appropriations)

1421 Longworth HOB

Rep. Linda Sanchez

Celeste Drake


   202.225.6676

1222 Longworth HOB

11:15 a.m.
Social Security Subcommittee   Kim Hildred

   202.225.4021



Minority Staff

   Margo Smith

   202.225.4021



Income Security and Family   Matt Weindinger

   202.225.4021



Support Subcommittee



Minority Staff



B-316 Rayburn HOB

Leave Packet

For:

Rep. David Price

Kate Roetzer


   202.225.1784



(Appropriations)



2162 Rayburn HOB



Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard
Natalie Price


   202.225.1766



(Appropriations)



2330 Rayburn HOB



Rep. Barbara Lee

Chris Lee


   202.225.2661



(Appropriations)



2444 Rayburn HOB

12:15 p.m.
Lunch

  1:00 p.m.
Senate Finance Committee
Steve Robinson

   202.224.4515



Minority Staff



219 Dirksen SOB

  2:00 p.m.
Senator Sherrod Brown
Tanya Somanader

   202.224.2315



(OH-HELP)



455 Russell SOB

Leave Packet

For:

Senator Richard Burr 
(NC-HELP)



202.224.3154



217 Russell SOB



Senator Kay Hagan (NC-HELP)




202.224.6242


B-40 A Dirksen SOB



Senator Diane Feinstein (CA-Appropriations)


202.224.3841



331 Hart SOB



Senator Barbara Boxer (CA-HELP)



202.224.2553



112 Hart SOB



Senator George Voinovich (Ohio)




202.224.3353



524 Hart SOB



Senator Max Baucus (Montana-Finance Chair)


202.224.2651



511 Hart SOB



Senator Chuck Grassley (Iowa-Finance, Ranking)

202.224.3744



135 Hart SOB

 3:00 p.m.
The Honorable Mike McIntyre (North Carolina)


202.225.2731



2437 Rayburn HOB



Sponsor of H.R. 33



(Elimination of the 5-month waiting period)

 4:00 p.m.
House Appropriate Committee – Subcommittee on

202.225.3508



Labor, Health, and Human Services, Education and 



Related Agencies



2358 Rayburn HOB

 4:15 p.m.
Senate Appropriations Committee




202.224.7363



S-131 Capital Building

 4:30 p.m.
House Appropriations Committee




202.225.2771



H-218 Capital Building

 4.45 p.m.
Senate Appropriations Committee – Subcommittee on

202.224.9145



Labor, Health and Human Services and Related Agencies




131 Dirksen SOB
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