MEDICAL CONSULTANT AD HOC COMMITTEE:

Mid-Year Report, 2008-2009
The 2008-2009 NADE Medical Consultant (MC) Ad Hoc Committee includes NADE members from a variety of backgrounds and geographical areas. This committee is comprised of the following individuals: Dr. Lisa Varner (South Carolina) – Chair, Dr. Paulette Harar (California), Linda Highsmith, M.Ed., CCC-SLP (North Carolina), 

Dr. Carolynn Parsons (Kansas), Dr. Dale Peterson (Maryland), and Dr. Acisclo Marxuach (Puerto Rico). The Committee would also like to recognize the valuable contributions of Dr. Michael Carter (Georgia), who served as a member until his passing in October 2008. 

Since beginning their term of service in fall 2008, the NADE MC Ad Hoc Committee members have served NADE in the following ways: 
1. In October 2008, the Committee submitted input in response to NADE President Georgina Huskey’s request for comments on the POMS MC Signature Issue on Combined Ratings. 

2. In October 2008, the Committee submitted input in response to NADE President Georgina Huskey’s request for comments on the Integrated Disability Process Medical Source Statements Workgroup Report. 

3. In 10/08, Committee Chair Dr. Lisa Varner responded to programmatic issues of concern to a psychological consultant who is a NADE member. Dr. Varner conveyed these issues to the NADE President and subsequently participated in a conference call between NADE and SSA staff. These issues indicated concerns about psychological testing, SSA’s consultation with DDS psychologists when making program decisions, and the collection of ADL evidence. These issues were addressed in this call, and Dr.  Varner provided a summary to our NADE President. This summary was subsequently incorporated into a memo from President Georgina Huskey, which was distributed to the NADE membership.  
4. In December 2008, Dr. Varner submitted an article about the committee to the NADE Advocate for publication in the winter issue. This article was shared with the committee members for review and comments prior to submission

The NADE MC Ad Hoc Committee looks forward to responding to any future inquiries and requests from our NADE President and fellow NADE members.   
