BYLAWS
MID-ATLANTIC REGION OF DISABILITY EXAMINERS

ARTICLE I.
NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Mid-Atlantic Region Association of Disability Examiners (MARADE). 

ARTICLE II. 
AFFILIATION

MARADE is a regional Chapter of the National Association of Disability Examiners.

ARTICLE III.
DEFINITIONS

1. Association means the National Association of Disability Examiners.

2. Region means the Mid-Atlantic Region and includes those Chapters so designated by the Association.

3. Regional Chapter means MARADE.

4. Chapter means an organized unit of Association members affiliated in any one of the states or entities within the Region and having officers and a Regional Board Member elected in accordance with bylaws approved by the Association and Regional Chapter.

ARTICLE IV.
PURPOSE

1. To advance the profession of disability insurance claims adjudication.

2. To promote the quality of service rendered to the public by the profession.

3. To provide a forum for members’ concerns.

ARTICLE V. 
MEMBERSHIP

The association members in the Region shall constitute the membership. 

ARTICLE VI.
FINANCES AND MEMBERSHIP YEAR

1. Dues. There shall be no dues except those for Association membership.

2. Rebates. The Executive Board shall announce by February 1 each year, the portion and method of appointment of any Association dues rebated to the Region which will be available for rebate to the local Chapters. Requests for rebates much be received, over the signature of the Chapter Treasurers, by the Regional Secretary/Treasurer by March 1. Approved requests shall be honored by April 1. 

3. Conference expenses. The host Chapter and Regional Treasury shall share in the Delegate Assembly profits and/or deficits, equally. 

ARTICLE VII. 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

1. Composition. The Region’s Executive Board shall consist of the officers, plus one member elected by each Chapter, as its Regional Board Member, subject to certification by the Regional Delegate Assembly, plus the Regional Director to the National Board of Directors and the Chapter Presidents. 

2. Terms. Officers’ terms are specified in the article establishing officers. The Chapters’ Regional Board members shall serve terms of two year, beginning at the Regional Delegate Assembly after their elections. The Chapter Presidents shall serve terms on the Regional Executive Board equal to their Chapter term of office. The Regional Director shall serve a two year term, coinciding with the term on the National Board. 
3. Duties. The Executive Board shall conduct the affairs of the Regional Chapter between meetings of the Regional Delegate Assembly. In accordance with these bylaws and any other rules adopted by the Executive Board and Regional Delegate Assembly. The Board shall have the authority to:
a. expend funds from the treasury

b. make and amend rules for its own conduct

c. fix the time and place of meetings of the Regional Delegate Assembly

d. remove from its own membership any individual by a two-thirds vote of the Board

e. fill by appointment, vacancies in its own membership

4. Meetings. The Executive Board shall meet annually in conjunction with the Regional Delegate Assembly. In addition, special meetings may be called by the President and shall be called upon request of a majority of Board members. In lieu of a special meeting, the President may conduct a mail or telephone ballot, provided votes by telephone are confirmed in writing within 7 days.

5. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
OFFICERS

1. Designated. The officers shall be a President, Vice-President and a Secretary-Treasurer. 

2. Terms. The officers shall serve terms of one year and may succeed themselves. 

3. Duties. The officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws, and by the parliamentary authority, or any other document, adopted by the Executive Board and the Regional Delegate Assembly. 

ARTICLE IX.
DELEGATE ASSEMBLY

1. Purpose. The members transfer their control of the Regional Chapter to the Regional Delegate Assembly. 

2. Membership. Members of the Regional Delegate Assembly shall be members of the Region.

3. Delegate Votes. Voting strengths in the Regional Delegate Assembly shall be one vote for the local Chapter plus one vote for each ten members, or portion thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 
COMMITTEES

1. Standing. Within thirty days of adjournment of the Regional Delegate Assembly, the president, subject to Executive Board approval, shall name the chairmen of the following standing committees:

a. Membership. The chair shall also be available to serve as the region’s representative to work with the national Membership Director and to coordinate regional membership activities as liaison with the Chapters’ membership chairmen.

b. Program. The chair shall work with Chapter members on organizing the program for the Regional Delegate Assembly.

c. Nominations. The chair and committee shall nominate at least one candidate for each elected regional office, prior to the Regional Delegate Assembly. The chair shall call for nominations form the floor at the Regional Delegate Assembly.

d. Publications. The chair shall work with Chapter members in organizing a regional publication, to be sent to all members within the Region, not less than once quarterly. 

2. Ad Hoc. The president shall appoint, with Executive Board approval, any special committees deemed necessary. 

ARTICLE XI.
PARLIMENTARY AUTHORITY

The Regional Chapter shall be governed by the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, insofar as they do not conflict with these bylaws or any rules adopted by the Executive Board and delegates. 

ARTICLE XII.
AMENDMENTS

1. An amendment may be proposed by a majority if the Executive Board and ratified by two-thirds of the delegate votes.

2. An amendment proposed by a member of the delegate assembly and approved by a majority of delegates shall be referred for study to an ad hoc committee. Recommendations of this committee shall be heard at the next Delegate Assembly, where the amendment may be ratified by a two-thirds vote. 

Approved by the executive board 17 January 1987.

Ratified by the Delegate Assembly June 12, 1987

Approved July 2, 1987

