Constitution of the

Great Plains Region

of the National Association of Disability Examiners

Article I.  Name

The name of this organization shall be the Great Plains Region of the National Association of Disability Examiners.  

Article II.  Relation to the National Association of Disability Examiners

The Great Plains Regional Chapter is a chapter of the National Association of Disability Examiners and subject to the provisions of NADE’s constitution and by-laws with respect to 

Regional Chapters.

Article III.  Definitions

For the purpose of the Constitution:

     1.  Association means National Association of Disability Examiners

     2.  Chapter means the Great Plains Regional Chapter of the National Association of 

          Disability Examiners

     3.  Executive Committee means the Board of Directors, which shall be the governing body

          of the Chapter.

Article IV.  Purpose

To foster, promote, and participate in activities designed to:

     1.  Increase the understanding of disability programs by the medical community and the                      general public.

     2.  Develop high standards of professional and ethical service to the general public.

     3.  Improve the documentation of applications for disability benefits and the evaluation

          of medical and vocational information obtained in connection with such applications.

     4.  Provide a forum for the discussion of problems related to the adjudication of disability                   claims.

     5.  Develop professional standards and training opportunities for all individuals engaged in 

          adjudication of disability claims.

Article V.  Membership

Members shall be eligible for membership, subject to the provisions of the National Constitution

and Chapters shall be recognized from each state in the region.  Members in states where there is no Chapter are nevertheless eligible to vote in the Delegate Assembly.  States in the Great Plains Region include: Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming.

Article VI.  Delegate Assembly

The membership shall delegate its control of the Great Plains Region to the Delegate Assembly.  Specific duties of the Delegate Assembly shall be enumerated in the By-Laws of the region.

Article VII.  Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall consist of : The Officers of the Great Plains Region, the Great Plains Regional Director, the current President of each Chapter in the Region, and the Immediate Past-President of the Region.  The duties of the Board shall be specified in the By-Laws of the organization.

Article VIII.  Officers

The officers of the region shall be the Regional Director, President, President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The President-Elect and Secretary shall be elected annually for terms of One (1) year.  The Treasurer and Regional Director shall be elected for two (2) year terms.

Article IX.  Annual Meeting

There shall be an annual meeting of the Board of Directors and the Delegate Assembly at a time and place arranged by the Board of Directors. 

Article X.  By-Laws

To implement this constitution, the Delegate Assembly shall adopt By-Laws consistent with this document.

Article XI.  Amendments

The Constitution of the Great Plains Region may be amended as follows:

     1.  An amendment may be proposed by the Board of Directors and ratified by a  majority of                the Delegate Assembly.

                                                                OR

     2.  An amendment may be proposed by any member of the Delegate Assembly at its annual

         meeting.  If an amendment so proposed is approved by a majority of the Delegate                         Assembly, it shall be referred to the Constitution and By-Laws Chair of NADE for                        conformance to the national constitution and by-laws.  In the event of non-conformance,              the amendment shall be returned to the Board for further amendment and submission to the          Delegate Assembly at the next annual meeting.  Otherwise, the amendment is effective on            passage by the Delegate Assembly.

By-Laws of the 

Great Plains Region of the

National Association of Disability Examiners

Article I.  By-Laws

This document shall be known as the By-Laws of the Great Plains Region of the National Association of Disability Examiners adopted pursuant to Article X of their constitution.

Article II.  Definitions      

Chapter means the Great Plains Regional Chapter of the National Association of Disability Examiners, which is composed of members and chapters in the states within the region.

Article III.  Delegate Assembly

Section 1.  Delegate Assembly Established

The members of the Region, by the adoption of the By-Laws that provide for a Delegate           Assembly, transfer their control of the Region to said Assembly as herein provided.

Section 2.  Powers of the Delegate Assembly

          A.  May adopt amendments to these By-Laws

          B.  Shall be the law making and policy making body of the Region.

          C.  Shall elect the Officers of the Region, and the Great Plains Regional Director to the

                National Board.

          D.  May delegate to the Board of Directors any of its power, except those of the election of 

                Officers and of the Great Plains Regional Director.

Section 3.  Members of the Delegate Assembly

Membership in the Delegate Assembly shall consist of the membership of each Chapter, or from the state if there is no organized Chapter.  Each Chapter or State shall be entitled to one (1) vote for each member.  

Section 4.  Meetings of the Delegate Assembly

There shall be an annual meeting of the Delegate Assembly at the same time as the annual meeting of the membership of the Region. 

Section 5.  Proxy Vote

If a Chapter is represented at the Delegate Assembly, the delegates from that state should hold a caucus and cast the total number of votes for that state.  If a Chapter is not represented at the Delegate Assembly, it may provide a written proxy signed by the President of that Chapter to 

any member in good standing.  Upon presentation of this written proxy, that NADE member would be empowered to cast the vote(s)  for the absent Chapter.  If the Chapter is not represented at the Delegate Assembly, and no proxy was appointed, the votes of that Chapter will be cast by the Great Plains Regional Director except that the Great Plains Regional Director shall not cast these votes in any election for Regional Director.  In the case of an election for Regional Director, the total votes of those unorganized states not present at the Delegate Assembly and not providing a written proxy shall be divided evenly between the candidates.

Article III.  Board of Directors

Section 1.  Powers of the Board of Directors

                 The Board of Directors shall:

A.  Plan, publicize, and sponsor meetings of the membership.

B.  Administer the business affairs of the Region. 

C.  Propose resolutions and other policy statements to the Delegate Assembly for its                       consideration.

D.  Hear and act upon the reports of all committees.

E.  Authorize the appointment of special committees.

F.  Establish fiscal procedures for the use of funds and payment of expenses.

Section 2.  Filling Vacancies

The Board of Directors shall have the authority to fill, by vote of its own members, the offices which have become vacant between elections, including that of Great Plains Regional Director, to serve only until the next annual meeting of the Delegate Assembly.  

Section 3.  Meeting of the Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall meet at the time and place of the annual meeting of the Great Plains Region.  Special meetings may be held upon the call of the President, or upon the written request of a majority of the members of the Board of Directors.  Whenever any matter of business requiring the action of the Board of Directors is presented to the President, and if a special meeting of the Board is not deemed advisable, the President may hold a special meeting of the Board by mail, phone, or e-mail, setting forth a specific issue or proposal on which a decision is sought.  Such a meeting shall be conducted under regulations from the Board, and the results shall be deemed an official act of the Board.

Section 4.  Quorum

A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for transacting business, with one (1) vote each.

Article IV.  Duties of the Officers

The officers of the Great Plains Regional Chapter shall be as stated in the Constitution.  The President-Elect shall take office at the close of the annual Delegate Assembly.  The duties of the Officers shall be those usually pertaining to such positions, including specific duties assigned to each office.  Each member on the Board of Directors shall attend and report at Board meetings and meetings of the Delegate Assembly, or appoint a proxy to fulfill his/her duties at meetings of the Board and Delegate Assembly.

In the event that an elected officer fails to perform the assigned duties of the office, the Executive Board will review all complaints and issue a Finding of Fact regarding impeachment.  If it is determined that an officer has indeed failed to exercise the duties of the elected office, the question of removal from said office will be presented to the membership as a whole.  A 2/3 majority of the members present and voting will be required before an officer can be relieved of their position.

Section 1.  Duties of the President

                  The President Shall:

            A.  Serve in office for one (1) year as the official representative of the Great Plains                               Region; call meetings of the Delegate Assembly and Board of Directors.

            B.  Preside over meetings of the Region, Delegate Assembly, and Board of Directors.

            C.  Appoint, with the approval of the Board of Directors, membership to all standing and                     special committees.

            D.  Serve as ex-officio member with voting privileges on all committees he/she appoints.

Section 2.  Duties of the President-Elect

                  The President-Elect Shall:

A.  Serve on the Board of Directors and shall assume the duties of the Presidency              immediately prior to the adjournment of the Delegate Assembly following his/her             election.  If the Presidency should become vacant, shall serve as President until such time as the Board of Directors shall fill the vacancy.

            B.  Preside at any regular or special meeting if the President is absent.

            C.  Term of office is one (1) year, barring the above-mentioned circumstances.

Section 3.  Duties of the Secretary

                  The Secretary shall:

            A.  Serve in the office for one (1) year.

B.  Take minutes of all business and other meetings of the Board and Delegate Assembly, make copies for distribution to state and local Chapter Presidents, distribute them, and maintain the minutes in a bound notebook.

Section 4.  Duties of the Treasurer

                  The Treasurer shall:

            A.  Serve in office for two (2) years.

            B.  Be responsible for safeguarding the funds of the Region.

            C.  Make an annual accounting of Regional funds as required. 

Section 5.  Duties of the Immediate Past President

                 The Immediate Past President shall:

            A.  Serve as a member of the Board of Directors.

Article V.  Duties of the Great Plains Regional Director of NADE

At the appropriate time, a member of the Great Plains Region shall be elected as NADE Great Plains Regional Director for a period of two (2) years, and shall represent the Great Plains Region on the NADE Board of Directors.  He/she will be nominated at the Delegate Assembly.

Article VI.  Committees

Section 1.  Appointment of Standing Committees

          Not later than thirty (30) days following the adjournment of the annual meeting of the                   Region, the President, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors, shall appoint the            members and name the chairman of the following committees: Membership, Awards,                  Constitution and By-Laws, Nominations, and Resolutions.  

Section 2.  Duties of the Committees

          The duties of the standing committees shall be the following:

          A.  Membership-The committee shall organize and direct the recruitment of members in                      the Great Plains Region and serve as liaison to the National Committee.

          B.  Awards Committee-The function of this committee shall be to consider all nominations                 for Regional Awards and select recipients of the various awards given at the annual                      Regional meeting; shall forward recommendations for awards to the National Awards                   Committee Chair.  

          C. Constitution and By-Laws Committee-The function of this committee shall be to study                  the Constitution and By-Laws for possible revision or amendment; receive and study                    suggestions for revision and amendment and resent their recommendations to the                          Board of Directors or the membership at the annual meetings.

          D.  Nominations Committee-The function of this committee shall be to solicit nominations                  for each office becoming vacant at the time of the annual Regional meeting.

          E.  Resolutions Committee-This committee is empowered to originate, receive and process                 resolutions for presentation at the business session of the annual meetings.

Article VII.  Amendments

By-Laws of the Region may be amended as follows:

          A.  An amendment may be proposed by any member of the Delegate Assembly at its                          annual meeting.    OR

          B.  An amendment may also be proposed by a member of the Board of Directors at any                      authorized Board meeting and referred to the Delegate Assembly at the next annual                      meeting.

C.  If a proposed amendment is approved by a majority of the Delegate Assembly, it shall   be referred to the Constitution and By-Laws Chair of NADE for conformance to the           national constitution and by-laws.  In the event of non-conformance, the amendment           shall be returned to the Board for further amendment and submission to the Delegate Assembly at the next annual meeting.  Otherwise, the amendment is effective on                 passage by the Delegate Assembly.

Article VIII.  Rules of Order

The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern meetings of the Delegate Assembly and the Board of Directors when they are not in conflict with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Association or rules adopted by the Delegate Assembly and the Board of Directors.
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