NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DISABILITY EXAMINERS

GREAT LAKES REGION

CONSTITUTION

Revised June,  2000
Article I ‑ Name

The name of this organization shall be the Great Lakes Regional Chapter of the National Association of Disability Examiners.

Article II ‑ Relationship to the National Association of Disability Examiners (NADE)

The Great Lakes Regional Chapter is a chapter of the National Association of Disability Examiners and is subject to the provisions of NADE's Constitution and By‑laws that pertain to Regional Chapters.

Article III ‑ Definitions

For the purposes of this constitution:

1. Association means National Association of Disability Examiners.

2. Region means any on of the geographical areas of the Association which shall be adopted by the Board of Directors of the Association for the organization. The number or name of each region shall be adopted by the Board of Directors.

3.Executive board means the Board of Directors of the Regional Chapter.

Article IV ‑ Purpose

To foster, promote and participate in activities designed to:

1. Increase the understanding of disability programs by the medical community and the general public.

2. Develop high standards of professional and ethical service to the general public.

3. Improve the documentation of applications for disability benefits and the evaluation of medical and vocational information obtained in connection with such applications.

4. Provide a forum for the discussion of problems related to adjudication of disability claims.

5. Develop professional standards and training opportunities for all individuals engaged in adjudication of disability claims.

Article V ‑ Membership

Any Association member who is a member of the Chapters of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, or Wisconsin shall be eligible of membership, subject to the provisions of the Association Constitution.

Article VI ‑ Delegate Assembly

The membership shall delegate its control of the Regional Chapter to the Delegate Assembly as hereafter specified.

Section 1. Each chapter, or State shall be entitled to one vote for each member.

Section 2. Powers of the Delegate Assembly:

a. Be the policy‑making body of the Regional Chapter.

b. Elect the Officers of the Chapter and the Regional Director to the Association Executive Board.

c. Adopt amendments to this Constitution as herein provided.

d. Be able to delegate to the Executive Board any of its powers, except election of Representatives, setting of any dues level, and adoption of amendments.

Section 3. Proxy Vote.

If a Chapter is represented at a Regional Chapter meeting, the delegates from the Chapter could hold a caucus and cast the total allowed voted for the Chapter. If a Chapter is not represented, a proxy vote for the chapter can be accepted by the Regional President. Such a proxy must be in writing and be submitted to the Regional President by the Chapter President prior to the meeting. If a Chapter is not represented and no proxy has been submitted, the votes for that Chapter will not be counted.

Article VII ‑ Executive Board

Section 1. Composition of the Board.

The Executive Board shall consist of the Regional Chapter Officers, the Immediate Past President, the Regional Director to the Association Board, the Regional Membership Director, and the Chapter Presidents. Association Officers who are members of the Regional Chapter, as defined in Article V, may serve as ex‑officio members of the Board.

Section 2. Powers of the Executive Board.

a. Sponsor meetings of the membership.

b. Adopt a budget and administer the business affairs of the Region.

c. Propose resolutions and other policy statements to the Delegate Assembly, Association, or other entity, for consideration.

d. Hear and act upon the reports of all committees.

e. Authorize the appointment of special committees.

f. Establish fiscal procedures for the use‑of funds and payment of expenses.

Section 3. Filling vacancies.

The Executive Board shall have the authority to fill, by vote of its members, offices which shall have become vacant between elections, including vacancies in its own membership. Officers and Board members thus elected shall serve only to the next annual meeting of the NADE National Delegate Assembly.

Section 4. Meetings.

The Executive Board shall meet at the time and place of the annual meeting of the Regional Chapter. The President may, at his/her discretion, or acting upon the written request of the three (3) Board members, call special meetings of the Board. Such a meeting may be held by mail or electronic means and shall be conducted under regulations of the board with the results being deemed an official act of the Board. Fifteen (15) days notice of all board meetings, including time and place, shall be given at the President's direction. By 2/3 majority of Board members, the 15 day notice can be waived.

Section 5. Quorum.

A majority of members of the Executive Board shall serve as a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 6. Terms of Office.

Members of the Board shall serve terms of office as follows:

a. Officers: as specified.

b. Regional Director to the Association Board: two (2) years from an even numbered year.

c. Chapter Presidents shall serve on the Board for the duration of their terms of office in the local chapters.

Article VIII ‑ Officers

The officers of the Regional Chapter shall be a President, Vice‑President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The President, Vice‑President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be elected annually for terms of one (1) year at the Great Lakes Regional meeting. These terms shall begin at the following annual meeting of the NADE National Delegate Assembly. Their duties of the officers shall be those usually pertaining to such positions, including the following specific duties assigned to each office.

Section 1. The President shall:

a. Serve in office one (1) year and serve as official representative of the Regional Chapter.

b. Call meetings of the Delegate Assembly and Executive Board.

c. Preside over all meetings of the Chapter and its subordinate entities.

d. Appoint, with Board approval, the membership of all committees.

e. Serve as ex‑officio member with voting privileges, on all committees,

f. Appoint, with Board approval, Chapter representatives to an Association committees upon which representation is authorized.

g. Serve in an advisory capacity to the host chapter of the Regional Training Conference.

Section 2. The Vice‑President shall:

a. Should the presidency become vacant, he/she serves as President until such time as the Executive Board shall fill the vacancy.

b. Secure the hotel rooms and meeting room for the mid‑year Executive Board meeting and notify Board members.

c. Obtain a slate of officers for each new Regional Board year.

Section 3. The Secretary shall:

a. Be responsible for maintaining the records of the Great Lakes Regional Chapter.

b. Be responsible for taking the minutes of all Regional Board meetings and distributing copies of these minutes to each Board member.

c. Be responsible for obtaining and distributing copies of state chapter reports to each Board member.

Section 4. The Treasurer Shall:

a. Be responsible for maintaining the records and safeguarding the funds of the Great Lakes Region.

b. Make an accounting of Regional funds whenever the Board convenes as required by the Association.

Article IX ‑ Dues and Membership Ye

The membership year of the Regional Chapter shall follow that of the Association. At the discretion of the Board, a portion of the Association rebate to the chapters may be retained for the Regional Chapter.

Article X ‑ Annual Meeting

There shall be an annual meeting of the Regional Chapter in addition to the Association annual meeting.

Article XI ‑ Committees

The President, with Board approval, shall name the chairs and appoint the members of the following committees: Membership, Nominations, and Awards no later than sixty (60) days following adjournment of the annual meeting. The Executive Board shall determine the number of committee members and their terms of office.

Section 1. Membership Committee.

The committee shall coordinate the recruitment of members with the Region in conjunction with the Association Membership Committee. The chair‑person shall serve as a member of the Board while chairperson and shall work with the Awards Committee to select the recipient of the annual membership awards.

Section 2. Nominations Committee.

The committee shall meet prior to the Annual meeting of the Chapter, shall nominate at least one (1) member for each office which will be come vacant at the time of the annual meeting, and shall report the nominations to the Delegate Assembly. Nominations from the floor of the Assembly shall be allowed.

Section 3. Awards Committee.

The committee shall consider all nominations and select the recipients of the various awards given at the annual Regional meeting.

Article XII ‑ Amendments

An amendment may be proposed by a member during the Delegate Assembly, and if ratified by a 2/3 majority of the Assembly, shall become effective immediately following the adjournment of the annual meeting during which it is adopted.
