February 3, 2009
To: 

Georgina Huskey, NADE President
From: 
Dale Foot, & Carla Young, Co-Chairs, Systems Liaison Committee

Subject: 
Mid Year Report

1. We have not heard of anything new being announced about DCPS since the August “Gear Up” meeting.

2. SSA is working on a plan to remove Exchange servers at each DDS. Each DDS will instead obtain their email from their ROCC (Remote Operations Communication Center). 
3. SSA has requirements from Homeland Security to lower our Internet connects down to two points. This means states like Michigan will need to only get Internet access from SSA through their firewall. This change will allow SSA to isolate the whole SSA Wide Area Network in the event of some sort of Internet attack.
4. SSA still is planning on replacing all of the servers this fiscal year. This will mean faster servers, with larger back up tapes. In the DDS there will be a new fall over server to be used in the event the main “MMS” server at a site fails. Users will be able to reboot their PCs and quickly have access to their folders and profile off a back-up server. 
5. SSA is planning on starting the role out of VISTA to workstations in early FY 2010. Some pilot states will get this earlier. 
6. Internet Explorer version 7 will be downloaded onto our PCs in the next few months. 
7. Office 2007 will also be downloaded. This will also mean for email we will be using Outlook 2007.
8. eCat has been rolled out to three new states (MI, CO & NM) and continues in Virginia and Connecticut. So far this is limited to just Levy states.
9. SSA is in the early stages of planning a printer refresh in FY 2010. 

10. SSA has tested out new software that will allow end users the ability to change their own network and mainframe passwords when they forget their old password. Several questions need to be answered correctly.
11. The next iSeries (AS400) software upgrade will allow for encryption on the tape back-ups. 

12. SSA is working hard to get more Internet disability applications completed. Only essential questions will be asked in order to shorten the time needed to complete the i3368 and iClaim applications. 

