To: Georgina Huskey and the NADE board
From: C.J. August, Southwest Regional Director

2008/2009 Midyear report

The Southwest Association of Disability Examiners (SWADE) includes the following chapters: Arkansas, Baton Rouge Louisiana, Southeast Louisiana, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico. 

In May 2009, SWADE will be participating in a bi-regional conference with the Great Lakes Association of Disability Examiners in Chicago, which will be the first ever regional conference held in a regional office. 

In January 2008, the southwest region had 228 members and in January 2009 we had 177 members. New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas all have had a decrease in membership. The New Mexico and Oklahoma chapters have had membership drives recently and anticipate an increase in membership but unfortunately the Texas chapter may loose members over the next year, as explained below. 

The Texas Association of Disability Examiners has not had a meeting since the National Conference. The president of TADE will be calling a meeting of their membership in the next two months to vote on whether and when to dissolve their chapter and how to disperse its remaining funds. 
The Baton Rouge Association of Disability Examiners has two members so remains a small chapter as they have been for the last few years. Their members can be counted on to make comments for position papers.

The Southeast Louisiana Association of Disability Examiners out of New Orleans has had an exciting year and has begun the New Year with a new attitude and purpose. In February, SLADE will host a Mardi Gras Luncheon to kick-off their first Membership Drive.  They will provide hot dogs and chili, chips, drinks, and, of course, New Orleans’ famous King Cake.  As is a New Orleans tradition, a tiny doll is baked into the cake (which is a ring shaped braided cake).  The person who gets the doll is crowned king or queen and has to throw the next party.  In our case, the person who gets the doll will be crowned but instead of throwing the next party will receive a complimentary one year membership.  We will have a second-line to Mardi gras music culminating in a presentation while the guests are chowing down.  We will be handing out NADE pens with applications. Although we are small, we have big ideas and plans.  

The Louisiana Association of disability Examiners in Shreveport co-sponsored the annual DDS Christmas Party with the office Morale Committee and sponsored a Spaghetti Lunch in November 2008 to raise money for the party.  In January 2009 they had a membership drive.  Activities included a “Meet and greet” breakfast and a Soup and Salad Lunch fundraiser.  They gained one new member during this drive.  In 2008 LADE sponsored a family with an autistic child and provided presents at her birthday, at the start of the school year, and at Christmas time. In the works for 2009: a LADE cookbook CD-ROM.  They also plan to make our “Meet and greet” breaks and lunch fundraisers monthly events.    

The Arkansas Association of Disability Examiners has held several activities since the National Conference. They had a Taco salad luncheon in September, a pizza luncheon and arts and crafts fair in October and a bake sale in November. These were all fundraising activities. The Arkansas association sends a board member to speak individually to staff members to ask them to join NADE, and offers to pay for their membership when the cost is the issue.  In addition to fundraising, ARKADE held a thanksgiving food drive where they sponsored four families and donated 500 pounds of food to the Arkansas food bank. In December, ARKADE had a toy drive, sponsored several local families for the holidays by purchasing clothes and toys as well as holding their annual ARKADE Christmas party. 

The Oklahoma Association of Disability Examiners continues to invite presenters to the office.  They had someone come and speak about HIV and AIDS just before the AIDS WALK.  They are planning on having a Credit Union come and speak about Finances, Credit Repair, and other pertinent topics.  They were able to donate to the Oklahoma School for the Deaf, the Oklahoma School for the Blind, the City Rescue Mission, and Positive Tomorrows (an agency that assists homeless school children) for the holidays.  They also collected winter coats to be distributed to people who need them.  Their December meeting included a pot-luck lunch and a Dirty Santa gift exchange, which everyone enjoyed.  OKADE continues to raise funds for the March of Dimes foundation.  OKADE is striving to be a chapter that serves their membership, the office, and the community.

The New Mexico Association of Disability Examiners revealed their new chapter banner at the National Conference in Nashville where they had two members in attendance. The banner was designed by a staff member who is also an artist. In September 2008, New Made held weekly ice cream sales and held a free sandwich luncheon for the office to support their efforts during the last month of the fiscal year. In October, a brown bag luncheon was held with a speaker on breast cancer awareness, and on Halloween they hosted trick or treater's from a near by daycare center. Several staff members dressed up in costumes and we supported their participation by offering cash prizes in a costume contest. In November New Made held their annual arts and crafts fair fundraiser as well as holding a food drive for the local food bank. They also collected coats and blankets for the local homeless shelter. They coordinated a flu shot clinic at the office for staff members in November.  In December, the chapter donated money to help with the cost of the DDS’s annual holiday party and held a cookie exchange. New Made held a membership drive in January, offering ½ price memberships, which resulted in five new members. 
