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As charged by the NADE President, Georgina Huskey, I have searched numerous web-sites for information regarding court decisions or trends that could ultimately result in legislative changes and that would be of interest to NADE in general.  

I have sought advice and counsel from numerous persons who have experience with this procedure, such as Dale Foot, Gabe Barajas, Jeff Price, and Georgina Huskey.  I receive Google alerts each day via email and sift through information.  Ms. Huskey has been made aware of any information for her general knowledge, as well, even when it did not relate to this charge.

All the NADE Regional Directors have been tapped to offer any substantive information that I may investigate.  To this date, there have been no reports.

The main source of information has come from the website, www.schnaufer.com.  This site provides updated court cases as they generally occur.  Although there has not been anything that really boldly stands out to me, there has been one case filed 12/9/08 that has been labeled as PRECEDENTIAL.  This case has significant importance as it relates to the issue of medical source opinion.  This case is through the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. No. 07-4405, Kathy J. Brownawell, Appellant v. Commissioner of Social Security, On Appeal from the United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, and is attached for your review.  The case was reversed in favor of the claimant as opposed to the ALJ’s decision to give greater weight to the non-examining state agency psychologist.  The record was deemed to be complete of evidence, the claimant was considered to be disabled by the Court of Appeals, and it was remanded with a directive to order the payment of benefits.
Aside from the duties of Litigation Monitor, as requested by President Huskey, I have studied and offered comments on an Integrated Disability Process-Medical Source Statements Workgroup Report, dated July 2008.  

I will continue to monitor cases as they occur and send pertinent information to our NADE President.  I am also ready to serve the President in any additional tasks she deems necessary.  
I appreciate the opportunity to serve.

Respectfully,

Sharon Summers

