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To:           NADE Board

From:      Tom Ward, Great Lakes Regional Director

Date:       February 2009 – Washington DC

Subject:  GLADE Mid-Year Report         

From September of 2008 through January 2009 the GLADE Region membership has increased from 222 to 244 members.  The majority of the increase is due to our Illinois Chapter adding 17 members since September.  IADE will be also be adding another 6 members very soon.  
GLADE has a number of active members involved in several national committees.  I am continually amazed at the amount of time, effort, and dedication put into NADE, GLADE, and Chapter activities outside of the very demanding disability program work.

Here are some Highlights: 

Illinois:  IADE is very busy organizing our Bi-Regional Conference which will be held in the Chicago Regional Office of SSA this year.  IADE performs several community outreach events such as collecting food and money for a local food pantry, collecting toiletries for the Springfield Overflow Shelter, collecting outerwear for the Keep Our Kids Warm and Safe event, buying Christmas presents for 17 children from the Illinois School for the Deaf, donating money to a local family that lost two young children, and hosting a Retirement Reception for outgoing DDS employees.  They also host a New Book Fair and Brown Bag luncheons.  They provide free massages to employees and have several fundraising activities throughout the year. 

Indiana:  Our Indiana Chapter increased their membership from 3 to 4 since September.  

Michigan:  MADE increased their membership from 89 to 91 since September.  Efforts are underway in all four sub-chapters to attract new members and raise office morale.  Fourteen people from MADE attended the NADE Conference in Nashville.  The Kalamazoo sub-chapter will host the MADE Training Conference this on September 11, 2009, and the Detroit sub-chapter is preparing to host the 2010 GLADE Regional Conference.  

Minnesota:  Our Minnesota Chapter has 8 members.  I did not receive an updated report of their activities by the time of this report.  
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Ohio:  OADE increased their membership from 68 to 69 since September.  However OADE had a recruiting event on Inauguration Day and report adding 11 new NADE members from that event.  In honor of the Regional Conference being held in Chicago, Chicago style hot dogs and other refreshments were provided to their office at their recruitment event.  OADE had fourteen people attend the NADE Conference in Nashville with their own Susan Smith being voted in as the NADE President-Elect.  OADE also won the bid to host the 2012 NADE Conference.  Each year OADE raises money for the local United Methodist Children’s Home.  This year they raised $1,100 and the money was used to buy Christmas gifts for the children in the home.

Wisconsin: WADE increased their membership from 22 to 23 since September.  Last year the WADE membership elected to focus many of their fundraising efforts toward continuing education opportunities for its members verses their past practice of giving nearly all of their profits to charity.  WADE hopes to underwrite much of the cost of those members attending the GLADE Conference this year.  However, WADE continues to support charities such as Madison’s Toys for Tots, a local food pantry, and the local chapters of Easter Seals and the American Red Cross.  WADE is very appreciative of the support shown to them from their new acting Director.     
GLADE’s Mid-year Board meeting will take place in Chicago on March 14.  

This has been my first half-year as the GLADE Regional Director.  The friendships from one GLADE Chapter to the next run very deep over a span of many years.  This is a Region that is rich with leaders and selfless NADE members that work countless hours to make NADE successful.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tom Ward        

