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Mark Bernskoetter, Great Plains Regional Director

Over the last several months, I have suggested pursuing leadership training possibilities from SSA, obtained and updated contact information for presidents of each state chapter, solicited suggestions for various NPRMs and IRDs as well as opinions and viewpoints on several issues facing NADE.  The Great Plains region has expanded the receipt of emailed Advocates to save on printing, paper, and postage.  I made recommendations for National Committee chairs and committee members, disseminated information, executive memos, and position papers from NADE to individual chapters, and answered questions from chapters and individual members on a variety of NADE topics and bylaws issues.  

Membership in the region is up to 219 as of February, 2009 – up from 207 the same time last year.  While this is not a 10% increase, it is a 5.8% increase; however, the year is not over yet.  Only one state in the Great Plains region had a decrease in membership.     
Missouri is planning the 2009 MADE Conference at the Lake of the Ozarks, hosted a Potato Bar Lunch as a fundraiser for a MADE member to help offset travel and medical expenses due to his recent heart transplant, raising $200.  Other activities included a bake sale with proceeds donated to the American Diabetes Foundation in honor of a deceased MADE member, election day sub lunch, a free recruitment lunch, raffling off MADE memberships.  Of course, we added the two members who received the free memberships; however, we also got other new members in the process, and they now have a list of people from the drawing as recruitment possibilities.  Lunch "break out (of your office) session" with a yoga instructor showing relaxation techniques that can be utilized in your desk chair.  Adopted families for Christmas through Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  

Wyoming, has been inactive this year due to work loads although the members did agree to give away a membership as a drawing to anyone within the office, member or non-member.  
North Dakota held their 2nd Annual Bake Sale with donations made to the Ruth Meier's House (for those homeless/at risk) and to  A Sporting Chance (organization providing outdoor recreational activities to disabled individuals).  At Halloween, we sponsored a "subway" luncheon to the rest of the agency, where some dressed in costume-enjoyed by many.  Other activities included completion of a NADE/PGADE brochure, revival of the "Flicker-Tales" publication, participating "BeCep" Christmas giving to a needy family.  Blankets, toiletries, food, money, towels, etc were generously donated.  PGADE recognizes achievements of its members with special awards: PGADE "Flicker-Tale Award given to Dorie Meske, Directors Award for Best Initial Processing Time given to Ellen Berg and Sandy Heck, Star Medallion in appreciation from Colorado for assistance in helping them with recon claims for Nevada given to Brenda Rouse.  
We are in the process of defining yearly goals and what we want to accomplish as a chapter.  Plans are to review a questionnaire soon to be handed out to members. In addition to our monthly meeting, there is an informal meeting held the second Tuesday of each month to address issues occurring at the local, regional and national levels.  

Colorado hosted "Take Me Out to the Ballpark" Fund raising luncheon with a World Series theme in Oct, Started the CADE Newsletter, Held a Food Drive for our local food banks, collected toy for Toys for Tots, Had a Fund Raiser sending out Santa Letters to "kids" of all ages.  Money raised went to our Adopt-A-Family for Christmas, a grandmother and 12 yo grandson who recently lost the grandfather and major family support.  We raffled a turkey and ham for the Holidays and had our annual Holiday Party and Gift Exchange.  We rewrote the selection process for those members wanting to attend future regional and national conferences.  We are sponsoring a Blood Drive in the next month or two, working out details.  We are working on a membership drive and a Valentine's Day fund raiser with committee meetings this week.  Working on a list for electronic Advocates

South Dakota revised membership packets that we distribute to prospective members.  We are planning an office event for a membership drive.  We held a holiday Christmas luncheon and ornament exchange and contributed to a holiday community event named "Project inside out" by donating new under garments to those less fortunate.  February "lunch and learn" on nutrition.

