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To:
    Georgina Huskey, NADE President

    NADE Board of Directors

From:
    Jeff Price, Legislative Director
Subject:   Mid-Year Report for 2008-2009
I appreciate this opportunity to serve as NADE’s Legislative Director.  This has been a year that has seen extensive changes in Congress, in part because of a shift in their own personnel but also because of the shift that occurred in the executive administration.  It has been a year that has seen several State Governors impose furloughs on state employees, including those that work for the DDS, while other Governors have suggested similar actions.  In the few months since our national conference adjourned last September, this has been a year of Change.
During this time, I have continued to advise our President on policy and procedural matters.  I have assisted in preparing correspondence to address issues critical to our Association.  Included in this effort was correspondence addressed to the Governors of California and Maryland and to the Chairman of the National Governors Association regarding the furloughing of state employees.  I assisted in the drafting of the NADE resolution regarding furloughs that was submitted to, and adopted by, the Board of Directors of NADE.  I prepared correspondence for President Obama that outlined our Association’s concerns regarding the disability program and the resources and staffing needs we believe are necessary to make the program operate more efficiently.  I prepared, or assisted in the preparation of, other correspondence to address our Association’s concerns regarding changes in the POMS and changes to the medical listings.  

I assisted in the drafting of NADE’s Top Issues for 2009, a document highlighting the issues we believe have critical importance during the coming year.  We have shared this document, with supporting data, reports and other correspondence, with Members of Congress, with SSA and with other governmental agencies.  We have shared our commitment to the elimination of the 5 month waiting period for cash benefits, the 24 month waiting period for Medicare eligibility, and for the reduction of the 15 year vocational history requirement to 5 years.  NADE believes in the identification of critical issues but we also believe in defining practical solutions to these issues.

With our President and President-elect, I was part of the NADE team that, earlier this week, visited with the Commissioner of Social Security, with the Social Security Advisory Board, and with various congressional offices and other agencies. We used these occasions to share NADE’s concerns and NADE’s ideas.  We engaged is discussions with these individuals and groups on issues of mutual interest and sought to solicit support for our positions.  In the coming months, I will continue to engage in communications with Congress and other governmental bodies.   

The following is a summary of legislation that has been introduced in the 111th Congress and which pertains to the Social Security and/or the Supplemental Security Income disability programs.  While most of these pieces of legislation will not be enacted into law, it is important that we remain cognizant of any legislation that has the potential to impact on how we conduct our business.  I will continue to seek the advice and counsel of this Board in how our Association should respond on legislative matters so that NADE will continue to be the voice of its members.
Summary of Legislation Pending In Congress

That Could Impact the Social Security Disability Program

H.R. 33 – This legislation proposes to amend Title II of the Social Security Act to eliminate the 5-month waiting period for entitlement to disability benefits and to eliminate reconsideration as an intervening step between initial benefit entitlement decisions and subsequent hearings on the record on such decisions.  This legislation was introduced by Rep. Mike McIntyre of North Carolina on January 6, 2009 and was referred to House Committee on Ways & Means.   
H.R. 678 – To require the Commissioner of Social Security to revise the medical criteria for evaluating disability in a person diagnosed with Huntington's Disease, and to waive the 24-month waiting period for Medicare eligibility for individuals disabled by Huntington's Disease.  This legislation was introduced by rep Bob Filner of California on January 26, 2009 and was referred to the House Committee on Ways & Means.

H.R. 723 (S. 366) – This legislation proposed to amend the Social Security Act to eliminate the 5-month waiting period for Social Security disability and the 24-month waiting period for Medicare benefits in the cases of individuals with disabling burn injuries. This legislation was introduced by Rep. Richard E. Neal of Massachusetts on January 27, 2009 and was referred to the House Committee on Ways & Means.  This bill has a companion bill in the US Senate (S 366) that has similar wording and was introduced by Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts on February 3, 2009 and referred to the Senate Committee on Finance.
H.R. 770 – This legislation proposes to amend title II of the Social Security Act to repeal the seven (7) year restriction on eligibility for widow's and widower's insurance benefits based on disability.  The legislation was introduced by Rep. Nita M. Lowey of New York on January 28, 2009 and was referred to the House Committee on Ways & Means.

S. 42 – This legislation proposes to amend title II of the Social Security Act to preserve and protect Social Security benefits of American workers and to help ensure greater congressional oversight of the Social Security system by requiring that both Houses of Congress approve a totalization agreement before the agreement, giving foreign workers Social Security benefits, can go into effect.  The legislation was introduced by Senator John Ensign of Nevada and referred to the Senate Committee on Finance.
Other legislation has been introduced aimed at directing the Social Security administration to use more secure social security cards, to protect beneficiaries from reduction in benefits, to increase the penalties for misuse of social security cards and/or numbers, to make voting machines more accessible to individuals with disabilities, etc. 
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